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I have spastic diplegic cerebral palsy and use a motorised wheelchair. I 
share these views in the hope that we soon see more people with all ranges 
of disabilities in universities and colleges, and this being accepted rather than 
seen as inspiring.  

As a young disabled person I was told on many occasions that I was 
inspirational for wanting to go to university. I had always disliked this term, as 
I believed that I was just like my peers and I did not have to worry about my 
disability when applying. However, I soon came to realise that I was very 
different, very out of place in the university community and often cast aside. 
The road to university was not much easier but I refused to let it discourage 
me from applying, as I wanted to prove to myself that I was as capable as any 
other able-bodied person. 

I applied for university in the winter of 2015 while in my sixth year of 
high school. With great qualifications under my belt, the role of a school 
official and relevant experience in writing for publication, I felt I would have a 
lot of choice when choosing a university. I first had to rule out every university 
that could not guarantee disabled access or assistance before I even checked 
the courses. I applied to five different courses at four universities and received 
two offers. I chose to study an honours degree in English at Edinburgh Napier 
University. The physical and practical aspects of attending university did take 
a lot more consideration than what others would have to worry about. I feel 
the application process could be clearer to students with disabilities on what 
they have to offer them so they do not have to worry so much over the 
possibility of even being accepted. When applying for loans or grants to assist 
my studies, rent and living costs, I feel the process to be discriminatory. There 
seemed to be different levels of disability and I apparently was ‘not disabled 
enough’ at times to qualify for funding. I managed to gain some assistance 
and I now can live independently with the help of part time work and loans. 
Not everyone is able to get funding that they well and truly deserve; people 
with disabilities often need to pay more for living costs or travel costs and this 
is not reflected in the assistance available.  

I feel that there is a lack of community for a disabled person in many 
situations and this experience is heightened at university when, as an 
undergraduate, you meet new friends and make new relationships very 
quickly. This is hard as a disabled person and only because of lack of 
opportunities. There is no ‘disabled friendly’ clubs, activities or societies at my 
university. When I ask why not, most reply that there is only two people in 
wheelchairs and it would be pointless to go the extra mile to accommodate us. 
From these encounters, I come to believe that the problem is the solution. If 
more disabled people apply and come to university, more opportunities will 
arise for them. However, some people may be put off with the fact that they 
are an obvious minority and singled out further when realising the lack of 
clubs, activities or societies available to them. It is a vicious cycle that I want 
to break. 

 
 


